
March 2020 
 
Dear Raptor families, 
 
With the tumultuous start to 2020, I want to thank the entire 
community for their support and patience as we continue to 
work with significant staffing issues related to the health and 
welfare of our teacher community.  Ongoing challenges face 
us all, but we have a team both on and off site who are 
working diligently to ensure the maximum academic success 
of our students.  We have already hired outstanding 
replacement staff for the 2020-21 school year, and are 
hopeful that enrollment increases and funding through the 

CCSD diversity initiatives may help us increase both teaching and support staff at 
AMHS. 
 
In the meantime, Academic Magnet students continue to garner recognition, not to 
mention superb college admissions offers!  All twenty-nine National Merit semifinalists 
have now been named finalists, and scholarship offers will be on their way!  DECA and 
Science Symposium winners will be representing AMHS at national competitions, and 
we expect more good news from National History Day, robotics, and other academic 
competitions soon. 
 
In our first year of the AP Capstone Research course, our seniors are distinguishing 
themselves with extraordinary thesis projects ranging from sports performance to 
politics to psychology and far beyond.  Many thanks to parents Dr. Lynne Ford and Dr. 
Ying Mei for reviewing many of the research protocols.  Parent and community 
volunteers are being solicited for the presentation panels coming up in the next several 
weeks.  Here is a sample of just a few of the thesis topics: 
 
How do multidimensional perfectionism, perfectionistic self-presentation, and 
demographic background factors such as age, grade, GPA, and gender act as 
predictors of the imposter phenomenon in a high-achieving population of high school 
students, such as that of Academic Magnet High School? 
 
How has Partisan Polarization in the Trump era affected modern orthodox Jewish 
perspectives on Zionism and Israel? 
 



What racial biases are present in the 8th grade level approved South Carolina history 
textbooks based on key phrases? 
 
What are the current painting and photographic methods environmental artists employ 
to highlight the plastic pollution of oceans and the danger it poses to the environment? 
How can those methods be applied to express my personal concerns on plastic 
pollution in Charleston, SC? 
 
How do pants with adaptations for prosthesis affect the quality of 
life of above the knee amputees?  If I modify pants to allow easier access to prosthesis 
throughout the day, then patients with above the knee amputations will have an 
improved quality of life. 
 
I hope this has whetted your appetite to get involved with our Research program and 
celebrate the enormous talents and abilities of our Raptors.  Our staff and students 
routinely distinguish themselves with impact that extends far beyond our classroom 
walls.  This, ladies and gentlemen, is world-class education in action! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Catherine Spencer, Principal 
 
 
 

 
  


